was to be found in the arduous and harassing nature of the duties of such practitioners ; this left but little time for the careful noting of cases, so that valuable opportunities of observation frequently slipped past unused. The whole energy of the doctor was consumed in the treatment of a multitude of cases, most of which, presenting but little that excited special interest, distracted his attention from those which, if rightly observed and reported from the beginning, might have afforded valuable material for medical science. On the other hand, he reminded the members that their position as general practitioners gave them opportunities for the study of certain stages of disease, and certain points connected with many maladies, which could be found in no hospital practice. He 
